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Annual prevalence and number of illicit drug
users at the global level, 2010

Prevalence Number
(percentage) (thousands)

Low High Low High
Cannabis 26 L0 119 420 224 490
Opioids 06 08 26 380 36 120
Opiates 03 05 12 S80 20 930

Cocaine 03 04 13 200 19 510

Amphetamine-
type stimulants

"Ecstasy” 0.2 06 10 480 28120
Any illicit drug 34 153 000 300 000

0.3 1.2 14 340 52 540
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Fig. 1.  Annual prevalence of illicit drug use among the population aged 15-64, 2008-2010
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Table 1. Estimated number of drug-related deaths and rates per million population
aged 15-64

Region Number of all drug Prevalence Number of Mortality rate per
g users (thousands) (percentage) drug-related deaths million aged 15-64

Africa 22,000-72,000 3.8-125 13,000-41,700 22.9-735
North America 45,000-46,000 14.7-151 44 800 147.3
South America 10,000-13,000 3242 3,800-5,700 12.2-31.1
Asia 38,000-127,000 1.4-46 14,900-133,700 5.4-486
Eurcpe 36,000-37,000 6.4-56.8 15,900 358
Oceania 3,000-5,000 12.3-201 3,000 123.0
Global 153,000-300,000 3.4-6.6 99,000-253,000 22.0-55.9
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CBI: Community Based Initiation

DALY: Disability Adjusted Life Years

NIDA: National Institute on Drug Abuse

SDH: Social Determinants of Health

WHO: World Health Organization

UNODC: United Nations Office of Drug and Crime
RSA: Rapid Situation Assessment

CBO: Community Based Organization

DSM :Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders

ICD: International Classification of Diseases

MMT: Methadone Maintenance Treatment

BMT: Buprenorphine Maintenance Treatment
NGO: Non-gevrnmental Organization

HIV: Human Immunodeficiency Virus

GTZ: Gesellschaft fur Technische Zusammenarbeit

ELIZA: Enzyme-linked Immunosorbent Assay
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